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Our first public meeting was a great success with 120 residents coming to hear guest speakers Jane Lomax-Smith and
Diana Carroll.  There was a full report on what SECRA has been doing since the December meeting and plenty of time for
questions and discussion. A straw poll showed that residents are almost equally concerned about the future of Afton
House, Victoria Park and community access to the Box Factory.  Many people took the chance to become financial
members and to show their strong support for a genuine association dedicated to the needs of residents in the south-
east. SECRA is planning its next meeting for April with a focus on the provision of supported accommodation in the city.
David Plumridge,  Chairperson

                  WE WANT ANSWERS…….
Local member Hon Jane Lomax-Smith and Liberal
candidate Ms Diana Carroll gave us encouraging
answers about Afton House and the future of Victoria
Park but SECRA has written to Mike Rann and Rob Kerin
asking for written commitments that they will not
support development of permanent grandstands in
Victoria Park.
We have also asked Jay Weatherill and Isobel Redmond
for assurances that they will not increase the size of
Afton House and that they will review policies on
supported housing in the city. At the time of writing we
have had no answers

                          

                            THE BOX FACTORY
SECRA has been working with Hutt St Precinct
Association and U3A to determine user guidelines for
the Box Factory. Jane Lomax-Smith is confident that the
government will soon announce a deal which will
breathe a new lease  of life into the historical Box
Factory.

         

Go to our website for a history of the Box Factory

   PUBLIC SCHOOLS CLUB GETS TRIAL LICENCE
Malcolm Rowe on behalf of local residents and David
Plumridge on behalf of SECRA came to an agreement
with the Public Schools Club at the Licensing Court to
allow limited entertainment for a trial period of 12
months under stringent
conditions. Adelaide City
Council was very
supportive. Perhaps we
can soon enjoy ‘eggs
benedict’ and champers on
the newly licensed terrace!

CLIPSAL MAKES ITS MARK – again              Residents
support horse-racing in Victoria Park and reluctantly

accept that there is a commitment to
Clipsal until 2012 but vehemently oppose any additional
buildings, tracks, roads and removal or lopping of trees

or extension of the SAJC footprint in Victoria Park to
facilitate horse racing and entrench motor sport.
SECRA also calls for shortening of the set-up and pull-
down time for Clipsal that annually transforms Victoria
Park from a pleasant place for recreation and enjoyment
into a dismal construction site for 4 months of the year.
Clipsal organisers have shown complete disdain for the
concerns of residents or care of the Parklands as these
photos clearly demonstrate.

     

MEETING WITH LORD MAYOR
We had a very constructive meeting with Lord Mayor
Michael Harbison on 15 February.  Full details will be
posted to our website as soon as our summary of the
discussion has been confirmed by the Lord Mayor.
On Victoria Park the LM supports horse-racing (as we
do) and is opposed to motor racing in the Parklands (as
we are). We believe the Council needs to review its
current policies and strengthen its resolve to oppose new
buildings in Victoria Park.
On Afton House the LM understands our concerns but
pointed out that at this stage there are no proposals
before the Council.
A request for help in running the Box Factory would
receive his sympathetic support if the building is
refurbished by the government and made available for
community use.
The heritage study for the south of the city will go
ahead as soon as the North Adelaide study is finalised.
Shortcomings in the valuable Connector Bus service
were discussed; it is now clearly a de facto Uni shuttle
service and older residents are often left standing at
peak times . Council needs to deal with this problem.
The LM personally supports the reintroduction of Wards
with councillors and some councillors elected ‘at-large’.

BRING BACK THE WARDS – STOP PRESS!
As the Writs for the State election have now been issued
our joint SECRA/NAS submission on wards will have to
wait until Parliament reconvenes and can amend the LG
Act to allow it to be considered this year, hopefully in
time for the 2006 elections
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