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Address for Correspondence 
South East City Residents Association Inc 
Attention: RD McEvoy 
PO Box 6290 
Halifax Street 
Adelaide, SA 5000 
Australia  

secra.sa@gmail.com 

 
 

     
 
Mr. Jorge Viegas, 
President FIM – Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme 11,  
Route de Suisse  
1295 Mies  
Switzerland 

July 30, 2026 

Request for an Independent Environmental Impact Assessment of the Proposed 
Adelaide MotoGP Street Circuit 

Dear Mr Viegas, 

We are a coalition of South Australian citizens and organisations writing to express our 
deep concerns regarding the environmental impacts of the Adelaide MotoGP street 
circuit proposed for the city of Adelaide. 

We base our assessment of the impacts on available information about the alignment of 
the track, runoff areas and pits area presented by the South Australian Government on 
19th February 2026 (Attachment 1). The runoff areas (yellow) are estimated.  

The proposed MotoGP street race will be conducted in Adelaide’s nationally heritage-
listed Park Lands - one of the world's finest surviving nineteenth-century "city in a park" 
landscapes.  Approximately 40% of the circuit will be situated within the Park Lands itself 
where large amounts of new hard surfacing will permanently replace existing green space 
and protected habitat. The racetrack will cut through a stand of 100 or more years-old 
Eucalyptus trees and a 150-year-old olive grove. It will encroach on a protected Key 
Biodiversity Area, which includes a nationally endangered woodland and grassland, a 
conservation area for the rare Chequered Copper butterfly (Lucia limbaria), a complex 
wetland ecosystem and a 130-year-old closed woodland.  

There is strong and growing opposition to locating the MotoGP in Adelaide’s precious 
green and nature space. Opposition has been expressed through a paper petition 

mailto:secra.sa@gmail.com
https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/park/key-biodiversity-area-1/
https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/park/key-biodiversity-area-1/
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(currently 28,000 signatures, triggering a parliamentary inquiry), an online petition (over 
50,000 signatures), rallies and via social media. Community concerns include: 

• Permanent damage to the National Heritage-listed Adelaide Park Lands, a 
cherished and globally unique civic asset that has been protected from 
development since the founding of our city 190 years ago; 

• Almost zero transparency about the official track alignment, likely impacts and 
financial cost of constructing the MotoGP infrastructure; 

• Lack of adequate community consultation and public debate. 

We wish to alert you specifically to the fact that the construction of the proposed 
Adelaide MotoGP infrastructure, and the event itself, is in breach of the FIM 
Environmental Code 2026 and the FIM Sustainability Policy. 

The FIM Environmental Code 2026 section 4.2 “Protection of Biodiversity” states that FIM 
and its affiliates will “When building facilities near or in vulnerable areas take into account 
the protection and promotion of biodiversity”, “organise the event in accordance with the 
local laws and in coordination with the environmental authorities in order to find the best 
places that don’t disturb the biodiversity” and will “respect and observe the principles of 
the Sports for Nature Framework”. 

The FIM Environmental Code 2026 goes on to say “As signatories of the Sports for Nature 
Framework, the FIM-affiliated members, promoters and organisers, as well as members 
of the FIM family are called to make contributions to Nature and work towards four 
principles…”  The first listed principle is to  “Protect Nature and avoid damage to natural 
habitats and species.” followed by the statement that “Our organisation is committed to 
protecting and avoiding damage to natural habitats and species, including respecting 
protected areas.” 

Furthermore, the FIM Sustainability Policy contains the following provision: 

“We believe that sport should act as a role model and serve as a showcase to 
promote values and good practices, representing a significant contribution to the 
development of education, social cohesion, health and wellbeing and sustainable 
development. 

The FIM is committed to developing and promoting a sustainability programme to 
enhance its positive impact on the environment and society and reduce any 
possible adverse effects. 

The FIM’s goal is to establish a culture of sustainability in motorcycle sport 
worldwide. In order to achieve this, we will: 

• Continue to foster an Environmental Protection Programme. 
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• Comply with all relevant legislations, regulations, policies, local laws and 
site agreements designed to protect the environment. 

• Monitor advances in technology and environmental best management 
practices and apply them as appropriate. 

• Continue developing Environmental Regulations and Guidelines and seek 
improved options aiming to reduce the potential for adverse environmental 
impacts concerning 

o Sound emissions 
o Soil and groundwater contamination 
o Emission into the air 
o Protection of biodiversity 
o Protection and promotion of cultural heritage” 

 

The Adelaide MotoGP is inconsistent with the FIM Environmental Code 2026 and 
the FIM Sustainability Policy 

1. The proposed Adelaide MotoGP will cause damage to natural habitats and 
species by: 

a) Removing up to 200 trees, including approx. 45 “significant” trees (trunk 
circumference ≥ 2 m), many over 100 years old, that provide nesting (e.g. 
in the form of hollows) and/or foraging habitat for at least seven native 
mammals12, approx. 20 native birds, several reptiles and many 
invertebrates, including threatened species such as: 

• Grey-headed Flying Fox (nationally vulnerable) 

• Brushtail Possum (state rare) 

• Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo (state vulnerable) 

The removal of large old trees is contrary to conserving biodiversity. The 
proposal to replace 100–150‑year‑old trees with three native saplings per 
tree does not compensate for the ecological loss: mature trees provide 
habitat, carbon storage, cooling, and biodiversity functions that saplings 
cannot replicate for many decades.    

b) Removing approximately 14% (3,340 m2) of a remnant area of the 
nationally endangered Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa) Grassy 

 
1 Long, M. (2003). A Biodiversity Survey of the Adelaide Park Lands, South Australia in 2003. Department 
for Environment and Heritage, South Australia. 
2 City of Adelaide (2024). Biodiversity Survey Summary Report 2024. City of Adelaide, South Australia. 
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Woodlands and Derived Native Grasslands of South-Eastern Australia3, 
which will be covered by bitumen and gravel for the track and run-off area; 

c) Through (b), destroying habitat for a rare butterfly, the Chequered Copper 
(Lucia limbaria), rediscovered in the Park Lands in 2011 after having been 
presumed locally extinct for over 60 years; 

d) Transmitting loud motorcycle noise in the peak bird breeding season to 
the nearby Pakapakanthi Wetlands (Attachment 2), where 87 native bird 
species have been recorded4, causing behavioural changes: fright-and-
flight responses, disrupted foraging, and temporary hearing impairment 
affecting vital conspecific vocal communication5. Breeding is likely to be 
affected in highly noise-sensitive birds such as the Little Grassbird, 
Australian Reed-Warbler and Hoary-Headed Grebe. 

e) Similar noise impacts are expected in mammals and birds that nest in 
trees close to the proposed track (i.e. those referred to in (a) above). 

 

2. The proposed Adelaide MotoGP does not respect protected areas. 

a) The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) defines a 
Protected Area as: 

A clearly defined geographical space, recognized, dedicated and 
managed, through legal or other effective means, to achieve the 
long-term conservation of nature with associated ecosystem 
services and cultural values. 

The Key Biodiversity Area referenced above—one of several designated 
across the Park Lands by the City of Adelaide—has a primary 
management objective of biodiversity conservation. It therefore meets 
the criteria of a Protected Area, yet the proposed MotoGP development 
would directly damage it and threaten the wildlife it supports. More 
broadly, the conservation of biodiversity is a management objective of 
equal weight to other objectives, such as recreational use, over the 
entirety of the Park Lands  

A referral for a "controlled action" decision under the EPBC Act for 
impacting the endangered grassland provides a legal opportunity for 

 
3 https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/grey-box-eucalyptus-
microcarpa-grassy-woodlands-and-derived-native-grasslands-south-eastern 
4 eBird (2026). Pakapakanthi Wetlands Bird List. Last updated July 2026, Accessed 26/07/2026. Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, Cornell University. https://ebird.org/hotspot/L19181440/bird-list 
5 see Dooling, R. J., Buchler, D., Leek, M. R. and Popper, A. N. (2019). The Impact of Urban and Traffic 
Noise on Birds. Acoustics Today 15(3): 19–27. 

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L19181440/bird-list
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groups and individuals to comment on and oppose the development; 
potentially delaying development for uncertain periods of time. The 
opposition to this development is large and growing and there will be 
coordinated effort to leverage the legislation to prevent degradation of the 
conservation values.  

 

3. The proposed Adelaide MotoGP undermines social cohesion, health and 
wellbeing and sustainable development. 

a) The MotoGP is a highly divisive project that is presented by its proponents 
as a false binary of major events, and the economic benefits they bring, 
versus those who are concerned about the impacts to the Park Lands. 
This is causing increasing tension in the community that unfortunately 
seems likely to intensify. In reality, there are many sporting and cultural 
events that occur in the Park Lands each year that do not cause 
permanent damage and have broad community support. 

b) The MotoGP infrastructure will convert 63,500 m2 (15.7 acres) of lawns, 
playing fields, playgrounds, remnant grassland, trees, walking/cycling 
trails and similar civic green space into bitumen and gravel beds. This will 
exacerbate urban heat effects in a city that is already prone to severe 
heatwaves, with likely implications for human health and wellbeing, and 
biodiversity. It is the precise opposite of what is required for climate 
change adaptation. 

 

4. The proposed Adelaide MotoGP does not comply with all relevant legislation, 
regulations, policies, local laws and site agreements designed to protect the 
environment. 

a) By requiring the removal of approx. 45 significant trees (trunk 
circumference ≥ 2 m), the project requires that the State Government 
exempt itself from the state Planning, Development and Infrastructure Act 
2016 that protects significant trees. 

b) A Key Biodiversity Area within the Park Lands, designated by the City of 
Adelaide (Council), will be directly damaged or impacted through 
excessive noise (see 1(b-d) above). 

c) By clearing an area of remnant nationally endangered Grey Box 
(Eucalyptus microcarpa) Grassy Woodlands and Derived Native 
Grasslands of South-Eastern Australia (see 1(a) above), the project will be 
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referred under the federal Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999. 

It should be noted that the MotoGP proposal is being advanced by the South Australian 
Government under the South Australian Motor Sport Act 1984, legislation originally 
designed to exempt the Formula 1 Grand Prix and other major motor sport events from 
key local and state regulations. As a result, the project is positioned outside the standard 
protections of the Environment Protection Act 1993 and the Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Act 2016, which ordinarily govern environmental noise limits and the 
removal of mature trees. 

Under these exemptions, the Government intends to override both Adelaide City Council 
by-laws and state laws to permit the clearing of 45 “significant trees” (> 2 m in 
circumference) for the Adelaide MotoGP street circuit. Furthermore, despite FIM’s stated 
aspiration to reduce motorcycle noise in the future, thousands of residents living in 
suburbs adjacent to the proposed track would be exposed to motorcycle noise exceeding 
60 dB—levels that South Australian legislation and local government ordinances 
recognise as causing substantial loss of residential amenity. 

The level of concern of many South Australians about the environmental impact of the 
circuit is likely to mean that civil protest action will continue up to and during the MotoGP 
event should it proceed. Furthermore, the lack of government consultation with citizens 
means there has been an erosion of public trust. This may affect the social licence for the 
MotoGP street circuit. We submit that this poses a long‑term reputational risk for FIM, the 
MotoGP brand, Liberty Media and the MotoGP Sports Entertainment Group, and a risk to 
the future of an Adelaide MotoGP under future democratically elected governments. 

We ask the FIM to request an independent, publicly available Environmental Impact 
Assessment of the proposed circuit and related infrastructure before engaging 
further with the South Australian government on construction.  

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 
 
E/ Prof R. Doug McEvoy AM,  
South East City Residents Association 

 
 
 
 
 
Ben Taylor, Ecologist 
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Prof Patrick O’Connor AM 
School of Economics and Public Policy, University of Adelaide 
President, Nature Conservation Society of South Australia 

 
 

 
 
E/ Prof Wilfrid Prest AM 
South East City Residents Association 
 

 
 

 
 
Prof Alex Reilly 
South East City Residents Association 
 

 
Bryan Haywood 
Chairman, Butterfly Conservation SA 
Inc 
 

 

 
 
Steven Langley 
President, BirdsSA 
 

 

 
 
Mat Monti 
President, 
Adelaide Parklands Association 
 

 

Copies  

Mr. Carmelo Ezpeleta,  
CEO MotoGP Sports Entertainment Group, S.L. 
 

FIM Environmental Commission  
FIM – Fédération Internationale de 
Motocyclisme 11,  
 

Corporate Communications Department  
MotoGP Sports Entertainment Group 
 

FIM Board of Directors FIM – 
 Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme  

Derek Chang 
President and CEO, Liberty Media Corporation 
 

The UN Environment Programme (UNP) 

Premier of South Australia 
The Honourable Peter Malinauskas 
 

The Lord Mayor of the City of Adelaide 
The Right Honourable Jane Lomax-Smith  
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Opposition Leader, Parliament of South 
Australia 
The Honourable Ashton Hurn 

Leader of The South Australian Greens, 
Parliament of South Australia 
The Hon. Robert Simms, MLC 
 

Leader of One Nation South Australia, 
Parliament of South Australia 
The Hon. Cory Bernardi 
 

Prof Chris Daniels  
CEO – Green Adelaide  
 

Mr Andrew Daniels  
Chair - SA Motorsports Board 
 

Mr Mark Warren 
CEO - SA Motorsports Board 
 

 

Attachment 1 – Best available map of the proposed Adelaide MotoGP circuit 
showing track (black), runoff areas (yellow) and pits area (white) 
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Attachment 2 – Showing proximity of the MotoGP racetrack to the Pakapakanthi 
Wetlands 

 


